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SUBJECT: MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO CHAD 

1 . WE ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE MILITARY SITUATION IN CHAD 
WHERE LIBYAN-BACKED REBELS HAVE SECURED EEFECTIVE CONTROL 
OE THE TIBESTI MOUNTAIN AREA IN NORTHWEST CHAD. WE ARE 
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CONCERNED FIRST BECAUSE THIS LIBYAN VIOLATION OE CHAD'S 
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY SETS AN UNDESIRABLE PRECEDENT, AND 
SECOND BECAUSE CHAD'S ABILITY TO CONTAIN THE REBELS IN 
THE TIBESTI WITH PRESENTLY AVAILABLE RESOURSES IS IN DOUBT. 

2. CHADIAN VICE PRESIDENT DJIME CAME TO WASHINGTON ON VERY 
SHORT NOTICE TO MAKE AN URGENT PERSONAL APPEAL FOR 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE. HE SAW THE SECRETARY JULY 14 AND 

THE VICE PRESIDENT JULY 15. THE VICE PRESIDENT INFORMED 
DJIME THAT WE WISHED TO HELP CHAD, AND WERE IN THE PROCESS 
OF DEVELOPING A RESPONSE TO CHAD'S REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE. 

3. AT PRESENT, WE ARE CONSIDERING ACTION IN THREE RE- 
LATED AREAS: 

A) FIRST, IN ORDER TO ASSIST CHAD IN ITS QUEST FOR 

MILITARY ASSISTANCE FROM LIKELY DONORS, WE ARE CONSIDERING 
SUGGESTING THE CONVOCATION OF A MEETING OF THE "FRIENDS 

OF CHAD" TO EXAMINE THE WAYS IN WHICH EACH MIGHT BEST 
CONTRIBUTE TO CHAD'S SECURITY. WE BELIEVE FRANCE WOULD BE 
THE LOGICAL HOST FOR SUCH A MEETING AND THAT PARIS WOULD 
BE THE APPROPRIATE VENUE. WE WOULD APPRECIATE SOONEST 
YOUR ASSESSMENT OF THE WAY YOUR HOST GOVERNMENT WOULD 
REACT TO AN INVITATION TO SUCH A MEETING AND HOW FAR 
YOUR GOVERNMENT MIGHT BE PREPARED TO GO TO ASSIST CHAD 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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AS PART OF A MULTILATERAL EFFORT. FOR PARIS: WOULD 
APPRECIATE YOUR ASSESSMENT OF PROBABLE FRENCH REACTION 
TO THIS SUGGESTION AND YOUR RECOMMENDATIONS AS TO HOW 
BEST TO APPROACH THE FRENCH. 

B) SECOND, WE ARE EXAMINING THE WAYS IN WHICH WE MIGHT 
PROVIDE A MODEST AMOUNT OF NON-LETHAL MILITARY ASSIST- 
ANCE, (E.G. RATIONS, UNIFORMS, TRUCKS, FUEL) TO CHAD 
EITHER IN A BILATERAL PROGRAM OR AS PART OF A MULTI- 
LATERIAL EFFORT. THIS DOES NOT EXCLUDE THE POSSIBILITY, 
HOWEVER, THAT WE MIGHT PARTICIPATE WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTS 
IN THE PROVISION OF ARMS TO CHAD IF OTHER GOVERNMENTS 
TAKE THE LEAD. 

C) FINALLY, WE ARE EXAMINING THE WAYS IN WHICH WE MIGHT 
FACILITATE THE TRANSFER OF US ORIGIN MILITARY EQUIPMENT, 

FROM ONE OR MORE THIRD COUNTRIES TO CHAD. FOR JIDDA, 

AMMAN, KINSHASA: WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR ASSESSMENT OF 
THE PROBABLE REACTION OF YOUR HOST GOVERNMENT TO A REQUEST 
FROM THE CHADIANS FOR THE TRANSFER OF US ORIGIN EQUIPMENT, 
AND AN ASSESSMENT OF AVAILABLE MATERIEL. EMBASSY RABAT 
ALREADY HAS PROVIDED ITS ASSESSMENT. 
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4. REPLIES TO THE FOREGOING SHOULD REACH THE DEPARTMENT 
NO LATER THAN OPENING OF BUSINESS JULY 18. 

VANCE 
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FOLLOWING IS REPEAT STATE 166492, SENT PARIS, BRUSSELS, BONN, 
RABAT, CAIRO, KHARTOUM, JIDDA, AMMAN, KINSHASA, LIBREVILLE, 
INFO NDJAMENA, TRIPOLI 16 JULY: 

QUOTE CONFIDENTIAL STATE 166492 

NODIS 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, CD, US 

SUBJECT: MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO CHAD 

I . WE ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE MILITARY SITUATION IN CHAD 
WHERE LIBYAN-BACKED REBELS HAVE SECURED EFFECTIVE CONTROL 
OF THE TIBESTI MOUNTAIN AREA IN NORTHWEST CHAD. WE ARE 
CONCERNED FIRST BECAUSE THIS LIBYAN VIOLATION OF CHAD'S 
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY SETS AN UNDESIRABLE PRECEDENT, AND 
SECOND BECAUSE CHAD'S ABILITY TO CONTAIN THE REBELS IN 
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THE TIBESTI WITH PRESENTLY AVAILABLE RESOURSES IS IN DOUBT. 

2. CHADIAN VICE PRESIDENT DJIME CAME TO WASHINGTON ON VERY 
SHORT NOTICE TO MAKE AN URGENT PERSONAL APPEAL FOR 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE. HE SAW THE SECRETARY JULY 14 AND 

THE VICE PRESIDENT JULY 15. THE VICE PRESIDENT INFORMED 
DJIME THAT WE WISHED TO HELP CHAD, AND WERE IN THE PROCESS 
OF DEVELOPING A RESPONSE TO CHAD'S REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE. 

3. AT PRESENT, WE ARE CONSIDERING ACTION IN THREE RE- 
LATED AREAS: 

A) FIRST, IN ORDER TO ASSIST CHAD IN ITS QUEST FOR 

MILITARY ASSISTANCE FROM LIKELY DONORS, WE ARE CONSIDERING 
SUGGESTING THE CONVOCATION OF A MEETING OF THE "FRIENDS 

OF CHAD" TO EXAMINE THE WAYS IN WHICH EACH MIGHT BEST 
CONTRIBUTE TO CHAD'S SECURITY. WE BELIEVE FRANCE WOULD BE 
THE LOGICAL HOST FOR SUCH A MEETING AND THAT PARIS WOULD 
BE THE APPROPRIATE VENUE. WE WOULD APPRECIATE SOONEST 
YOUR ASSESSMENT OF THE WAY YOUR HOST GOVERNMENT WOULD 
REACT TO AN INVITATION TO SUCH A MEETING AND HOW FAR 
YOUR GOVERNMENT MIGHT BE PREPARED TO GO TO ASSIST CHAD 
AS PART OF A MULTILATERAL EFFORT. FOR PARIS: WOULD 
APPRECIATE YOUR ASSESSMENT OF PROBABLE FRENCH REACTION 
TO THIS SUGGESTION AND YOUR RECOMMENDATIONS AS TO HOW 
BEST TO APPROACH THE FRENCH. 

B) SECOND, WE ARE EXAMINING THE WAYS IN WHICH WE MIGHT 
PROVIDE A MODEST AMOUNT OF NON-LETHAL MILITARY ASSIST- 
ANCE, (E.G. RATIONS, UNIFORMS, TRUCKS, FUEL) TO CHAD 
EITHER IN A BILATERAL PROGRAM OR AS PART OF A MULTI- 
LATERIAL EFFORT. THIS DOES NOT EXCLUDE THE POSSIBILITY, 
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HOWEVER, THAT WE MIGHT PARTICIPATE WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTS 
IN THE PROVISION OF ARMS TO CHAD IF OTHER GOVERNMENTS 
TAKE THE LEAD. 

C) FINALLY, WE ARE EXAMINING THE WAYS IN WHICH WE MIGHT 
FACILITATE THE TRANSFER OF US ORIGIN MILITARY EQUIPMENT, 

FROM ONE OR MORE THIRD COUNTRIES TO CHAD. FOR JIDDA, 

AMMAN, KINSHASA: WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR ASSESSMENT OF 
THE PROBABLE REACTION OF YOUR HOST GOVERNMENT TO A REQUEST 
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FROM THE CHADIANS FOR THE TRANSFER OF US ORIGIN EQUIPMENT, 
AND AN ASSESSMENT OF AVAILABLE MATERIEL. EMBASSY RABAT 
ALREADY HAS PROVIDED ITS ASSESSMENT. 

4. REPLIES TO THE FOREGOING SHOULD REACH THE DEPARTMENT 
NO LATER THAN OPENING OF BUSINESS lULY 18. 
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FOLLOWING IS REPEAT STATE 166492, SENT PARIS, BRUSSELS, BONN, 
RABAT, CAIRO, KHARTOUM, JIDDA, AMMAN, KINSHASA, LIBREVILLE, 
INFO NDJAMENA, TRIPOLI 16 JULY: 

QUOTE CONFIDENTIAL STATE 166492 

NODIS 
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SUBJECT: MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO CHAD 

1 . WE ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE MILITARY SITUATION IN CHAD 
WHERE LIBYAN-BACKED REBELS HAVE SECURED EFFECTIVE CONTROL 
OF THE TIBESTI MOUNTAIN AREA IN NORTHWEST CHAD. WE ARE 
CONCERNED FIRST BECAUSE THIS LIBYAN VIOLATION OF CHAD'S 
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY SETS AN UNDESIRABLE PRECEDENT, AND 
SECOND BECAUSE CHAD'S ABILITY TO CONTAIN THE REBELS IN 

THE TIBESTI WITH PRESENTLY AVAILABLE RESOURSES IS IN DOUBT. 

2. CHADIAN VICE PRESIDENT DJIME CAME TO WASHINGTON ON VERY 
SHORT NOTICE TO MAKE AN URGENT PERSONAL APPEAL FOR 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE. HE SAW THE SECRETARY JULY 14 AND 

THE VICE PRESIDENT JULY 15. THE VICE PRESIDENT INFORMED 
DJIME THAT WE WISHED TO HELP CHAD, AND WERE IN THE PROCESS 
OF DEVELOPING A RESPONSE TO CHAD'S REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE. 

3. AT PRESENT, WE ARE CONSIDERING ACTION IN THREE RE- 
LATED AREAS: 

A) FIRST, IN ORDER TO ASSIST CHAD IN ITS QUEST FOR 

MILITARY ASSISTANCE FROM LIKELY DONORS, WE ARE CONSIDERING 
SUGGESTING THE CONVOCATION OF A MEETING OF THE "FRIENDS 

OF CHAD" TO EXAMINE THE WAYS IN WHICH EACH MIGHT BEST 
CONTRIBUTE TO CHAD'S SECURITY. WE BELIEVE FRANCE WOULD BE 
THE LOGICAL HOST FOR SUCH A MEETING AND THAT PARIS WOULD 
BE THE APPROPRIATE VENUE. WE WOULD APPRECIATE SOONEST 
YOUR ASSESSMENT OF THE WAY YOUR HOST GOVERNMENT WOULD 
REACT TO AN INVITATION TO SUCH A MEETING AND HOW FAR 
YOUR GOVERNMENT MIGHT BE PREPARED TO GO TO ASSIST CHAD 
AS PART OF A MULTILATERAL EFFORT. FOR PARIS: WOULD 
APPRECIATE YOUR ASSESSMENT OF PROBABLE FRENCH REACTION 
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TO THIS SUGGESTION AND YOUR RECOMMENDATIONS AS TO HOW 
BEST TO APPROACH THE FRENCH. 

B) SECOND, WE ARE EXAMINING THE WAYS IN WHICH WE MIGHT 
PROVIDE A MODEST AMOUNT OF NON-LETHAL MILITARY ASSIST- 
ANCE, (E.G. RATIONS, UNIFORMS, TRUCKS, FUEL) TO CHAD 
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EITHER IN A BILATERAL PROGRAM OR AS PART OF A MULTI- 
LATERIAL EFEORT. THIS DOES NOT EXCLUDE THE POSSIBILITY, 
HOWEVER, THAT WE MIGHT PARTICIPATE WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTS 
IN THE PROVISION OP ARMS TO CHAD IP OTHER GOVERNMENTS 
TAKE THE LEAD. 

C) PINALLY, WE ARE EXAMINING THE WAYS IN WHICH WE MIGHT 
PACILITATE THE TRANSFER OF US ORIGIN MILITARY EQUIPMENT, 

FROM ONE OR MORE THIRD COUNTRIES TO CHAD. FOR JIDDA, 

AMMAN, KINSHASA: WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR ASSESSMENT OF 
THE PROBABLE REACTION OF YOUR HOST GOVERNMENT TO A REQUEST 
FROM THE CHADIANS FOR THE TRANSFER OF US ORIGIN EQUIPMENT, 
AND AN ASSESSMENT OF AVAILABLE MATERIEL. EMBASSY RABAT 
ALREADY HAS PROVIDED ITS ASSESSMENT. 

4. REPLIES TO THE FOREGOING SHOULD REACH THE DEPARTMENT 
NO LATER THAN OPENING OF BUSINESS JULY 18. 

VANCE UNQUOTE. VANCE 
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